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Markleton Sanatorium was originally a private hotel-like sanatorium where guests would
visit for relaxation as well as treatment from every day "illnesses" like stress. The sana-
torium would later be converted for use by the US Army as a tuberculosis sanatorium.

The sanatorium was situated on the main line of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, between
Cumberland and Pittsburg. It was nestled among the mountains at an altitude of 1,700
feet, which shut it in on both the east and the west, and was, therefore, not exposed to the
cold winds of the winter. Its main building was a five-story, steam-heated, brick struc-
ture, with north and south frame wings, each of which was 150 feet long. Water was sup-
plied from numerous springs high up on the mountain side. The sanatorium had baths of
salt, electric, Turkish, and vapor. The original building had a capacity of 150. The town
of Markleton comprised, mainly, the railroad station, 2 stores, and about 20 small dwell-
ings located along the railroad tracks to a coal mine about three-fourths of a mile distant.
The nearest town of any size was Rockwood, about 7 miles away.

In January, 1918, the sanatorium was a in poor state of repair. It was offered to the Gov-
ernment, for lease or sale. A representative of the Surgeon General's Office inspected it,
and, on February 5, the Surgeon General recommended that it be leased for use as a gen-
eral hospital in the care and treatment of tuberculosis. The recommendation was ap-
proved, and the lease was executed February 25, 1918. Included in the transaction were
the sanatorium, with its complete equipment, a laundry and cold-storage plant, a power
plant, outbuildings, several farmhouses, and 100 acres of land, all obtained for a rental of
$20,000 a year. Under a separate agreement, some cottages were leased for use as quar-
ters for nurses on duty at the hospital. The designation General Hospital No. 17 was giv-
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en on March 21, 1918; it was opened in the following month, with a bed capacity of 186 and was soon filled.

At the time General Hospital No. 17 was secured, the need for additional beds for tuberculosis patients in gen-
eral hospitals was pressing, and it was exceedingly difficult to find suitably located places that could be used
for the treatment of tuberculosis, and even more difficult to induce owners of properties to lease them: they
were decidedly averse to the use of them for hospitals for the tuberculous. These almost insurmountable diffi-
culties influenced the selection of the comparatively undesirable Markleton Sanatorium. It was not well suited
to general hospital purposes; it was small and would not have permitted of an economical expansion by the
construction of a sufficient number of buildings to constitute a hospital that would be on a par with the general
hospitals then being provided. It was estimated that between 300 and 400 patients could be cared for; however,
the subsequent history of the hospital, not unlike those of General Hospitals Nos. 13, 15, and 18, proved the
fallacy of this estimate.

On March 4, 1918, personnel was sent to the hospital, and its renovation and alteration were begun. Following
this, the construction of six tuberculosis wards, in the vicinity of the main building, was authorized and started.
This temporary construction was stopped, however, after three buildings had been built. At one time, in the
summer of 1918, the abandonment of the hospital was considered; but the entertainment of the idea was
dropped: there was too much uncertainty regarding future military necessities. It developed at this time, too,
that the lesson had been led to understand that the sanatorium had been leased for not only the period of the
war, but one year thereafter, and that it was mainly because of this understanding that he had been induced to
permit the discontinuance of the sanatorium, as such, and to enter into a lease with the Government.

Later in the fall available bed space for the tuberculous became critical, and further construction at this hospi-
tal was requested, but, because of the armistice, was not consummated. The maximum bed capacity of the hos-
pital was 200. This bed capacity had been attained by August, 1918, coincident with the number of patients
under treatment. Both bed capacity and the number of patients remained at that figure until the hospital was
closed on March 27, 1919.

Being a hospital for the treatment of tuberculosis, the development of physical reconstruction activities was
attempted, but, due to the small size of the hospital, the results, as obtained elsewhere, were not secured.

http://www.asylumprojects.org/index.php?title=Markleton_Sanatorium

Dining Room

The appointments of the

dinning rooms are first class.

The table is supp]ied \?Vilh
the best and most wholesome
foods the markets affords. The
physicians reserve the right to

regu|ale the diet of the patient

whenever deemed necessary.

DINING ROOM

Markleton Sanatorium Booklet Copy ~ Turkeyfoot Valley Historical Society
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Hi,

My Name is Jim Gallert.

My mom is a Colborn and is
directly related back to
Robert M. Colborn, Rev War
vet. I have a lot of stuff
relating to my mom's fami-

ly. I've attached a copy [ T oy oo o
of Robert's will. I loved

the picture of James Bu-

chanan Colborn and family

in your newsletter, I had

no idea what he looked

like. I have a few photos

of Colborn folks which I deceased any way goncerning
can send if you wish. I committed to e tens

have a Gallert tree in An-
cestry.com It's public if
you wish to view it. I re-
call my Uncle taking me to
see the Colborn Farm but I
was a young teen and had
little interest. Does any-
one have photos of Colborn
related material?

Jim
www.detroitmusichistory.com
www.jazzstage.us

I am looking up history on
a Benford house that was

in Ursina. Around 1850 '
through the 1910. There Lafragiola,
was a tornado that de- Spanish flu,

stroyed the building at the
beginning of the 20th cen-
tury. -David Benford

benford541@comcast.net

|
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SR OMERSET COUNTY,

BY THE TENOR OF THESE PRESENTS,
5 3 e PO ey el :
] Register for the probate of Wills and granting
letters of administration in and for the county of Somerset,
in the Commounwealth of Pennsylvania, DO make known
unto all men, that on the day of the date hereof at Somerset
before me, was proved, approved and insinuated the last
Will and Testament of ﬁ 1= G ol oy
- Iateof said coimnty deceased, (a trie copy wherofisto these
presents annexed) having whilst e s lived o
and at the time of i< o death, divers goods,
S o - chattels, rights and credits, within the said Commonwealth,
;BY reason whercol the approbation and insinuation, of the said last Will and Testa~
ment, and the committing the administration of all and singular the goods and chat=
tcls, rightsgnd credits, which were of the said deceased, and also the auditing the ac-

-
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counts, calculations and reckonings of the said administration, and a final dismission
from the sime, tome are manifestly known to belong ; -and that the administration of
21l and sinpular the poods and chattel , rights and credits, which were of the said
: P last Will and Testament was
Fxccutowin the said last Will and Testament named
haviog becn first 1.-?"1 Fima ol Y Carar~ s : well and tr;ﬂ)"
to administer the goods and chattels of the said deceased, and make atrue and perfect
Inventory thereof, dnd exhibit the same into the Register’s Office 2t Somerset, on or
before the D “Sdayp of L s next, and to render
2 just and true accotmt, ealeulation and reckoning of thesaid administration on or
beforethe < 5 a8 day of oAl next ensuing.

het S L g, |

. , this ay o Cea in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ﬁlmL& /i-/i;,, :
o 4

v/ fu 7 R
o / /é/'»%'//fﬁé’ Regiberst |

K3 .
I am looking for information about my father’s fami-
ly. He was born in Confluence on 5/24/1912. His name
was Bruce Lafragiola. His mother was Cora Fisher,

daughter of Alfred Fisher, both of Confluence. Cora
and her husband, an Italian immigrant, named Albert
both died the same day in 1918 of the
as did Alfred Fisher. My father - age 5
- and his 3 siblings were sent to an orphanage and
lost all contact with each other and family members
in Confluence. Any information would be helpful. I
can find the family in the 1900 and 1910 census, but
cannot find birth or death records.

Thanks for your help!
Sharon Lafragiola Kroeber

SKroeber@stanfordhealthcare.org
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Once again the Turkeyfoot Valley Historical Society is having a Pie Sale Fundraiser.
Please return form and money to Kurt Miller by Friday, March 11, 2016.
Delivery date is Wednesday, March 23 before noon to the Turkeyfoot Valley Historical Society Building.
Thank you all for your support! Turkeyfoot Valley Historical Society

106 Earnhardt Lana, PO Box 233

EASTER 2016 ORDER FORM

(For sales delivered March 16-26, 2016)

Laughlintown, PA 15655 Cream Fresh Fruit Ples Pampkin [Spectalty
(724) 292-9596 Group Sales Office Ples All pizs aere: 5 nches in digmeter and come tndtoiduadly boed “Rell ﬁ_..ﬂ_“ ’
(724) 238-9653 Fax Fruit pies can be frosen.
@ -4
Visit s 2w pieshoppe.com. o wabsita has 3 m._ o .w." = m = M Ba M
detailad mutritional info mation, color photos and g & 25 £ 22 m EzE o
handing imstroetions on.all of our prodicts. m m m & m..w Mm, m. ¥ am 3 .m g - mmm = mm g
L EEV E
Saller Name 2| s 5 .m fa w.m m m.m mM mm LB m m.mm 1.9 B
Bl 8| 38 2= g |8 = m.wm 5% |2
. Suggested | o o o] o = = =] = =] = = =
Delivery Date SHHHEHEBHEHHEBEHEHE R I E
Absolutely no fundraising orders will be flied Price | = el W W b W = Amount
in our retel stiors Due
Customer Mame, Address and Phone Mumber
1 i
2. []
: i
. L]
: i
: -
7. B
: m
: N
10. []
N
12. []
13. B
14. [ ]

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO YOUR ORGANZATION. Total

o prodocts e manntac wed [ 2 Bellly Ma processes dnnam on, gy produd's, milk, soy, nos, peanuts, ang whea'.
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No date has been found for this phone listing. If someone knows, please contact Lisa.
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A000 PROGRANMS

March 21 - Monthly meeting

April 18
"The Fate of Four of Pittsburgh's Founding Fathers"

~Four signers of the Declaration faced severe financial struggles after the Revolution
by the Senator John Heinz History Center Ambassador Program QOutreach

May 16 - Monthly meeting

June 20
"The Golden Years - Working the Connellsville Seam"
~by Jim Oglethorpe

July 18 - Monthly meeting

August 15
"Growing Up with Baseball in Pittsburgh"

~ A look at baseball history from the city that created the first World Series
by the Senator John Heinz History Center Ambassador Program Outreach

September 19 - Monthly meeting

October 17
"Pittsburgh on the Eve of Civil War"

~ Advertisements and articles from the newspapers offer a glimpse of everyday life
by the Senator John Heinz History Center Ambassador Program Qutreach

November 21 - Monthly meeting

December 19 - Christmas Open House

All meetings and programs start at
6pm at H. C. Harned Center unless
otherwise noted.
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Photos from the files of Cliff Groff...
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AHUGE CcOLORFUL thanks to the talented and civic-

minded Trail Town Quilters for their efforts on behalf of The Confluence

Creative Arts Center and the Turkeyfoot Area Historical Society. Thanks
Members also to all the individuals and businesses who helped sell tickets. The total
collected was $801.

Silver Members
Somerset Trust Company

Bronze Members
Hanna House Bed & Breakfast
River’s Edge Café
The Smokehouse

e

Some Pphotos from our activities in 2015

TURKEYFOOT VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION — 7/1/15 to 6/30/16

Name:

Address:

Phone Number: Email:
Individual - $15.00 Bronze Corporate - $50.00
Husband & Wife - $20.00 Silver Corporate - $200.00
Youth 12-18 - $5.00 Gold Corporate - $500.00
Child Under 12 — Free Platinum Corporate - $1000.00

Additional financial contribution of $

Please make checks payable to Turkeyfoot Valley Historical Society and mail to the Society at PO Box 44,
Confluence, PA 15424. NOTE: We are a non-profit 501(c)(3) exempt organization. Donations are deductible
to the full extent allowed by law.




