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NOTE TO MEMBERS 
 

If you are interested in 
receiving your copy of 

Pass It On electronical-
ly, please contact the 

Society at 
tfvhs@tfvhs.com 

2nd Quarter 2018 

News from the sewing corner: 
 
Embroidered decoration has been around for centuries. There are 
examples of embroidered cloth from Ancient Egypt, Rome, and 
China.  Tapestries and stomacher (a decorative piece of the front of a 
woman’s gown) became the rage in England in mainland Europe in the 
Middle Ages.  In our country, Native American weavings and beaded 

pieces exemplified the universal nature of the embroidered textile. Although 
geographically widespread throughout many eras, only a few possessed or wore these 
luxury items.  For many years, embroidery was a symbol of wealth or religious devotion. 
Rarely did middle class people have time or money for embroidered creations. During the 
17th and 18th centuries, however, seamstresses and stitchers of all demographics became 
captivated by one symbol, non-symbolic type of embroidery: the flame stitch. 
 
The technique of arranging tiny, horizontal 
stitches into geometric and flame-like patterns 
dates back to 13th century Italy. However, the 
stitch and the variety it offered did not become 
popular until the dawn of the 17th century, when 
women began using flame stitches to create 
unique and trendy “wallets” for lovers and 
husbands as well as “housewives,” a type of 
rolled bag, for themselves. These wallets marked 
the transition between embroidery as a status 
symbol and embroidery as an accessory for all. 
Wallets, something rarely displayed, offered the 
ideal canvas for personal expression and a simple 
demonstration of affection.  
 
My experience with flame stitching is somewhat limited. It takes many, many hours of 
planning. The stitching tends to be a somewhat tedious technique. However, I am currently 
working on my second flame-stitched wallet, which will hopefully be completed this 
summer. Recently, flame stitching has become a popular motif in furniture, wallpaper, and 
fashion design. It isn’t difficult to find contemporary examples which all harken back to 
those early wallets made for lovers. 
 
Interested in textiles?  Consider a visit to the Somerset Historical Society or the Bedford 
Coverlet Museum.  Events such as Mountain Craft Day (held in September) and the 
Somerset Historical Society’s Common Threads Symposium (held in April) provide 
opportunities to learn more. 
 

~Addie Best~ 
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TURKEYFOOT NEWS. 
CONFLUENCE, PA  EXCERPTS FROM THURSDAY, JUNE 7 & 14, 1906 
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The simple one-story frame building was built in 1901. It has a gable roof which is perpen-
dicular to Mill Run Road and rests on block foundation and full basement. The double-door 
main entrance, with transom above and simple porch, faces east, toward the main road. The 
slightly sloping 1.09 acre plot of ground overlooks the nearby Youghigheny River Gorge. Lo-
cal land owners, M.C. Skinner and Peter Tissue, offered property for a chapel which was to 
be a mission of the Indian Creek Baptist Church in nearby Mill Run. It was also Tissue's vi-
sion to erect a community church. Funds for the construction were gathered beginning in 
1899. Actual construction, undertaken mainly by families of the local area, began in 1900.  
The last worship service in the chapel took place in the 1980s. Decades of declining chapel 
use and maintenance eventually took their toll on the now vacant building.  
 
The historic Hickman Chapel, which has been a fixture on the Laurel Highlands landscape in 
Fayette County for more than 100 years, was donated September 28, 2017, to the Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy for restoration, preservation and eventual public use in keeping 
with its original purpose.  
 
Many family names in the cemetery are names from our area.  Do you have family buried 
here?  To help interpret the history of Hickman Chapel, the Western Pennsylvania Con-
servancy is seeking memorabilia, photographs and artifacts related to the chapel and 
cemetery. If anyone is interested in providing items, please contact Fallingwater Regis-
trar Rebecca Hagen at 724-329-7822.   They can make copies and return originals. 
 

Hickman Chapel 
Baptist Church 
At Whig Corner 
 
1731 Mill Run Road 
Mill Run, Fayette County, PA 

Hickman Chapel  

Community Day  

OPEN HOUSE  

Saturday,  June 23 ,  2018  

2pm -  5pm  

All are  welcome!  



Join us… 
June 18

th
 for “WWII: Women’s Air Service 

Pilots” - Presented by the Heinz History Center 
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TURKEYFOOT VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – 7/1/18 to 6/30/19 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _________________________________   Email: _____________________________ 
 
____ Individual - $15.00                              ____ Bronze Corporate - $50.00 
____ Husband & Wife - $20.00   ____ Silver Corporate - $200.00 
____ Youth 12-18 - $5.00        ____ Gold Corporate - $500.00 
____ Child Under 12 – Free    ____ Platinum Corporate - $1000.00 

  
____ Additional financial contribution of $______________ 

 
Please make checks payable to Turkeyfoot Valley Historical Society and mail to the Society at PO Box 44,  
Confluence, PA 15424.   NOTE:  We are a non-profit 501(c)(3) exempt organization. 
Donations are deductible to the full extent allowed by law.  

All meetings and programs start at 6:30pm at  
H. C. Harned Center unless otherwise noted. 

Corporate Members 
(For the 7/1/17 to 6/30/18 Year) 

Gold Members 
Confluence Lions Club 

Silver Members 
Confluence Tourism 

Somerset Trust Company 
Bronze Members 

Beggs Printing 
Hanna House Bed & Breakfast 

Sechler Sugar Shack 
Turkeyfoot Lending Library 

This fiscal year is quickly com-
ing to a close.  Our new fiscal 
year begins on July 1, 2018 
and runs through June 30, 
2019.  It is time to send in your 
dues.  Please use the form be-
low. 
 
Thank you for all your support! 


